GARDENS   AND   TREES
trumpet of alarm to the nation on the condition of
these woods and forests." Another Quarterly article
in 1818 gave a good estimate of Evelyn's work which
must be quoted:
"The greater part of the woods which were raised
in consequence of Evelyn's writings have been cut
down: the oaks have borne the British flag to seas
and countries which were undiscovered when they
were planted, and generation after generation have
been coffined in the elms. The trees of his age which
may yet be standing are verging fast towards their
decay and dissolution; but his name is fresh in the land
and his reputation, like the trees of an Indian Para-
dise, exists and will continue to exist in full strength
and beauty uninjured by the course of time. . . .
No change of fashion, no alteration of taste, no
revolutions of science have impaired or can impair
his celebrity."
Yet again in 1838, in a Quarterly article on London's
Trees and Shrubs', the author of Syba, athe good and
peaceful John Evelyn/' is referred to with the
warmest praise. The last reprint of Sylva was pub-
lished in 1908 with an essay by J. Nisbet.
Evelyn having given the copyright of his book to
the Royal Society's printer, gained no pecuniary
advantage from it at all This fits in with his dislike
of popularity, of renown and publicity. It was
sufficient for him that he attained his object, and he
lived long enough to learn of the great success of his
work both as a book and as an influence,
Sylva, with its romantic charm, wise advice, and
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